462        A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
year consists of a review and extension of the work of the
first. The entire curriculum is prescribed by law and de-
crees and regulations of the minister of education, and
beside the three R's, history, geography, and elementary
science, includes drawing, singing, manual training (boys)
or needlework (girls), and gymnastics or physical training.
Every school is also required to furnish civic and moral
instruction.
In the higher primary schools are offered various courses,
both general and vocational, and much latitude is allowed
to the interests and needs of each community. The gen-
eral courses may be used for admission to the elementary
normal schools, and the vocational work generally leads to
further industrial, homemaking, or agricultural training.
The first of the three (sometimes four) years is common
to all courses and includes quite a wide range of liberal
studies, such as French language and literature, foreign
languages, general history, algebra and geometry, physical
and natural sciences, and hygiene. In every course, too,
civics, economics, and practical law, together with physical
and military training, are required as a preparation for
citizenship. Likewise each higher primary school must
make provision for a library, laboratories, workshops,
museum, and gymnasium. As a matter of fact, these
schools belong to the secondary rather than the elemen-
tary system, and are distinguished from it only on the
basis of being more practical than academic. If the ideal
of a unified system (teole unique) ever prevails, this level
of education will probably be classed as secondary.
In many places where their means are too limited to
establish higher primary schools, a " supplementary
course" (cours compl&mentaire) is offered to pupils when
they have finished the elementary school. This may cover